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Google searches for "prayer" have surged worldwide in step with the surge of emerging 
cases of Covid-19, according to a European researcher. 

The rising interest in seeking information about "prayer" on Google "skyrocketed during the 
month of March 2020 when Covid-19 went global. 

This week for Pause for Prayer some wise words from Billy Graham headed ‘The 
Importance of Prayer’ 

Luke 5:16 But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed. 

Jesus considered prayer more important than food, for the Bible says that hours before 
breakfast, “Very Early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and 
went off to a solitary place, where he prayed” Mark 1:35 

To the Son of God, prayer was more important than the assembling and the healing of great 
throngs. The Bible says, “Crowds of people came to hear him and to be healed of their 
sicknesses. But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.” Luke 5:15-16 

The precious hours of fellowship with His heavenly Father meant much more  to our saviour 
than sleep, for the Bible says, “Jesus went out into the hills to pray, and spent the night 
praying to God” Luke 6:12 

He prayed at funerals, and the dead were raised. He prayed over the five loaves and two 
fishes, and fed a multitude with a little boys lunch. In the contemplation of His imminent 
suffering on Calvary’s cross He prayed, “Not my will, but yours” Luke 22:42 and a way was 
made whereby sinful man might approach a Holy God. 

Prayer, in the true sense, is not a futile cry of desperation born of fear and frustration. Many 
people pray only when they are under great stress, or in danger, or facing some crisis. I have 
been in airplanes when an engine died, then people started praying. I have flown though 
bad thunderstorms when people who may never have thought to pray before were praying 
all around me. I have talked to soldiers who told me they never prayed until they were in 
the midst of battle. 

Christian teachers down through the years have urged the prominence that prayer should 
have in the lives of believers. 

Some anonymous wise mas said, “If Christians spent as much time praying as they do 
grumbling, they would  soon have nothing to grumble about.”   

 



Some prayer Points 

| Digital ministry 

• Pray for those who are preparing and delivering messages, prayers and other material 
for week by week digital ministry, asking that God would continue to give a word in 
season, clarity and creativity in communication and energy for the task of recording.  

• Pray for those who edit and upload weekly digital ministry for congregations, asking 
that God would continue to use their gifts to bring blessing to others and smooth the 
processes of delivery. 

 

Towards easing of the lockdown 

• Give thanks to God for the steady decrease in cases of coronavirus and pray that as 
lockdown measures are gradually eased there will not be an upsurge in the rate of 
infection.   

• Pray that a wise balance between continuing care in the area of public health and actions 
needed to restore other aspects of life and society impacted by the lockdown might be 
found and followed.  

 
 

Search for a vaccine 

• Pray for scientific researchers as they continue to work towards developing a vaccine for 
Covid-19, asking that God would enable the use of their gifts and experience to provide a 
solution that will save many lives. 

• Pray that increased knowledge and learning from the treatment of those who have had 
Covid-19 would enable a better understanding of the issues involved in combatting the 
virus.  

 

Family life 

• Give thanks for opportunities for families to keep in touch through technology and to begin 
to see each other face-to-face again as restrictions are relaxed. Ask God to give us a new 
appreciation for one another. 

• Pray for parents, children and young people all continuing to experience family life in a 
different way than usual, asking God for patience with one another and pleasure in closer 
relationships forged in lockdown. 

 

 


